Juniata College 

Office of Residential Life

Living Responsibly in the Huntingdon Community

You have been granted permission to live off-campus in the Huntingdon community:  you are very excited, it is another step in your maturation process and it is a challenge.  With this opportunity comes an increase in responsibility, for now you have obligations not only to Juniata College, but you need to be accountable to your neighbors as well.  In other words, you are now a citizen of the community and with this comes more obligations and responsibilities.  

Some things to remember and practice, in order to be a responsible good citizen and neighbor:

· You are a temporary resident in a neighborhood that has long-term, permanent residents.  The permanent residents have expectations and lifestyles that are different than students.  The permanent residents have, in most cases, invested a lot of time and effort – or plan on – being in this neighborhood for a long period of time.  Sometimes students moving into established neighborhoods causes some tension and conflict.  Being aware of this it is important for students to take positive steps/actions to avoid or lessen their negative assumptions.

· Always remember that permanent residents have jobs and/or children, and that loud, disruptive behavior and noises can have a very negative effect on their lives and how they perceive you.  Be courteous to your neighbors in regards to noise: Exercise Appropriate Quiet Hours
· Don’t take interior furniture and use it outside of your apartment or house.  Interior furniture (such as upholstered chairs, couches and love seats) used outside make a neighborhood look very rundown.  Take Pride in the appearance of your house, apartment and they neighborhood that you are living in.
· Keep your living area clean.  Don’t leave garbage and trash gather.  Clean up any garbage or trash associated with your living area.  Utilize garbage cans in regards to garbage.  Also, always place garbage in garbage bags before placing it in the garbage can.  When you don’t use garbage cans animals and bugs can get into your garbage and have a very unappealing effect on your neighborhood.   Make sure your garbage is being picked up in a timely manner by a garbage collection company
· Find out the recycling schedule and procedures.  Place recycling out the night or morning of pick up.  

· Loud music can bother your neighbors at any time during the day or night.  Remember there is a noise ordinance in Huntingdon.  Exercise courtesy in regards to noise, in other words, each neighbor has the responsibility to act with consideration towards other neighbors as it relates to noise.  
· Regulate your parties that you may host as it relates to parking, noise, and littering.  Only have parties on the weekends and follow the law.  Have a safe and problem free function.  The principles and suggestions listed below are not intended to condone the use of alcoholic beverages but rather to address issues of concern.  
· At lease one resident of the apartment or house needs to be present at all times with guests

· Monitor all arrivals and departures of guests
· Be responsible for the behavior of all guests

· Be aware of who is in attendance and what is occurring at the party and in the surrounding area

· We strongly advise that you only invite/allow people you know to attend the party/social gathering.  Also, only invite a reasonable number of guests.  

· Follow all Pennsylvania State Laws and ordinances of Huntingdon Borough.  Remember, there is an open container ordinance in the borough.  This ordinance prohibits open containers of alcoholic beverages to be possessed off of private property.
· Inform neighbors of the social gathering.  

· Keep volume of music and people in attendance to “reasonable” levels.  Remember, exercise courtesy to your neighbors in there areas.  

· End social gatherings at a reasonable hour.

· You are responsible for cleaning up after your guests in regards to your living areas and the neighborhood.  

· Avoid allowing garbage or litter on your property or around your property.  Do not leave debris on your porch or other areas associated with you.  Always dispose of garbage/debris immediately and properly.  

· Respect your neighbors parking: they are public streets, but you may live around elderly citizens and they appreciate the ability to park in front of their homes.  Be considerate especially during the winter months as it relates to parking spaces cleared of snow or ice.  

· Do not display offensive or alcohol-related items/signs from your windows.  This includes neon signs, alcohol bottles or cans.  Either empty or full.  

· Remember, the borough has ordinances about removal of snow and ice from sidewalks, parking for the purpose of street sweeping and snow removal.  Brush, grass, weeds, and pots.  Be a thoughtful, considerate, responsible citizen in your neighborhood.  

Temporary residents have the same rights as the permanent residents, so remember that you can be expected to be treated with the same courtesy, respect, and regard for responsibility as you give to your neighbor.  

In summary, Juniata College and the Borough of Huntingdon want you to feel welcomed as a member of the community.  WE want you to be a positive member of the community and for you to have a positive experience.  Show the members of your community that you are proud and honored to be a responsible citizen of Huntingdon.  

All Juniata College students who have vehicles in the Huntingdon area are expected to register the vehicle with The Public Safety Office regardless of whether or not you intend to park in college parking lots or on borough streets. Unregistered vehicles may be ticketed. Our neighbors and the Huntingdon Police Department have asked for our cooperation in regulating street parking near the campus. If a vehicle is damaged or vandalized, or if a vehicle is parked in a manner that obstructs traffic (such as a truck trying to make a tight turn), it is helpful to know if that vehicle belongs to a Juniata College student.

