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Reflection is a key component to a successful service-learning experience such as Language in Motion. It helps solidify learning, makes your realizations from the experience more overt, and gives you practice in describing for others the value of your language and culture knowledge and your experiences.
As you think about what to include in your reflection, try to remember what you thought and felt early in the semester and compare it to what you think and feel now. 
In this reflection paper, consider and discuss what the Language in Motion experience has meant for YOU; be as specific as possible and provide examples where relevant:
A. Why did you choose to participate in Language in Motion (LiM)? Even if you participated because it was required, you should have had your own hopes for how this experience would be beneficial to you and/or to others. 
B. What personal goals, both short and long term, did you have for this experience? How do they connect to your Program of Emphasis (POE)/major, if at all? Were your goals met? If so, how well? If not, why were they not met?

C.  What did you learn (knowledge and skills) from your experience as a Language in Motion participant from the workshops, from preparing your presentations, and from giving them? What do you do well or better now and what might you have done differently? Why?
Consider what you learned about or how you may have changed your approach to the following (you should synthesize your response here; you don’t have to address each question separately):

1. Available source materials: What sorts of sources did you find? What did you use? Might any of these be helpful to you in the future?

2. Your ability to analyze competing sources and to evaluate the quality of a source
3. Your presentation topics: basic factual content knowledge, significance of the topic to the home culture, and significance of the topic to you [in other words: What was new to you? What did you realize?]
4. Your academic coursework: Did you draw on any knowledge or skills from other courses at Juniata or abroad in developing your presentation or in interacting with others in LiM?
5. Your second language or English dialect, if any: Did you need to interpret any written texts or oral sources you had not previously encountered? What did you learn about the language or dialect from that experience?

6. The culture about which you presented: Did you gain a better understanding of the relationships between the products (the creations of a culture: sculpture, short story, article of clothing, packaging, dance, sacred ritual, layout of spaces, rules or laws, etc.) and/or the practices (patterns of social interaction—knowing what to do in situations) and the perspectives (values, beliefs, assumptions, attitudes, etc.) of that culture? Why (not)?
a. Based on your outside research 
b. Based on your own experiences and reflections thereon
7. The culture in which you presented (the US school setting and/or wider US culture): Did you gain a better understanding of the relationships between the products and/or the practices and the perspectives of that part of US culture? If you are a student who attended school in the US before entering college, did your understanding of schools in the US change because of your differing role (in front of the class instead of in the class)?
a. Based on your outside research 

b. Based on your own experiences and reflections thereon

8. Communication and presentation skills: Organization, ability to give clear directions, adjustment of content to audience (age and knowledge level), materials development, etc.

9. Yourself: Communication or cross-cultural communication skills, flexibility, time management, self-confidence, risk-taking, leadership, personal motivation, understanding of others’ values and behaviors, etc.
D. Have your attitudes and/or values changed at all because of your participation in Language in Motion this semester? If so, which ones and how did they change? If not, why did they not change? 
E. Did interacting with people who are different from you (from another place, of a different age, with differing values or understanding of the world, etc.) teach you anything?

F. Is there anything you appreciate now that you didn’t appreciate so fully before? What and why? If not, why not? 
G. How did you use the feedback you got from teachers, students, and/or the course instructor during and/or after your presentations? Did it help you improve your later presentations? If so, how?
H. What about the Language in Motion experience facilitated your growth in these skills and your knowledge of language and culture and/or lets you know that you did or did not improve in these areas?

I.  Was there anything that surprised you in your LiM experience? If so, what and why?

J.  Was there something you wanted to learn or do through this experience that you did not? If so, what was it and why did it not happen? Is there something LiM should do differently?

K. What do you now better appreciate about yourself and/or your international experiences and language learning because of your LiM experiences? How will this be useful to you in the future? Can you better explain what you learned to others (like employers or other professionals)?
Thank you for your thoughtful responses!
D. Roney, LiM Juniata, Revised Spring 2018

